Up to now we have focussed our efforts on a late transverse cooling section of an ionization cooling channel:

Strategy

This choice makes sense if we:

2. Want to address the question: Can we achieve the final emittances needed for a muon collider ?

1. Assume that we will arrive at a solution for the emittance exchange sections.

Recently there has been growing interest in the possibility of building a muon storage ring neutrino source as a step towards a muon collider -> emphasizes the importance of the first stage of cooling -> a very different MUCOOL R&D program that has not been thought out in detail.

-> Enhances the case for cooling R&D

-> Injects some uncertainty into the R&D plan until we have guidance on where to put the R&D emphasis.