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The Problem

When multi-MW beams hit liquid targets they destroy them. The precise mechanism
seems to be a Reyleigh-Taylor instability, where the hot inner liquid is forced to bore thru
the cold outer layersin discrete places, causing jets of liquid.

In a magnetic field this instability would
have more difficulty developing, since fast
transverse motions are suppressed by eddy
currents.

It may thus be desirable to look at how these
jets develop in amagnetic field to understand
the physics before instrumenting a full scale
experiment with high density proton beams,
liquid mercury and high field magnets.




Magnetic Fields

Magnetic fields should damp the perpendicular filaments. Roman Samulyak's results

Increasing power - no magnetic field 0- 10T stahilizesthe Hg



Shocksin Mercury

We can look radial shocks using:
Mercury,
A 20T, 20 cmm NHMFL magnet,
Real explosive,
Fast cameras.
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The20T, 20 cm Magnet

The National High Magnetic Field
Laboratory at FSU has a large
normal conducting magnet that
can be used in these tests.

This magnet has good access, it
can be used on short notice and
there are no charges to users.
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The NHMFL Magnet

Easy to get to, Easy to use




Real Explosives

We need experiments with akick . .

Detonators give
Radial and cylindrical shocks ?
Reduced cost and complexity
No Capacitor WireP. S.
No | x B torques
Simpler physics.

Silver Azide may be very useful for us
A laser canfireit
Very good mass/energy ratio

NONEL detonators from Dyno Nobel



Camera and Optics

We can use much of the E-951 optics.
The AMD 64K1M seems to be more or
less ideal for much of the data, since it
can record frames at the rate of IMHz.
A similar laser could be used as a light
source, however we would need to have
the optical beam defined by a spatial
filter used as a pinhole.
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DALSA 64K1M

Our patented technology
brings you frame rates
up to 1 Million frames

per second.
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The 64K1M digital camera opens new horizons in imaging,
achieving speeds of one million frames per secondéand ina
small, affordable package.

The custom sensor's electronic shutter allows crisp, clear
images without smearing, even at maximum frame rate. True
12-bit dynamic range preserves superior image quality, even
in low light conditions.

The sensor's multiple parallel channels of image data are
digitized, buffered, and output through four 12-bit wide ports
at 10MHz each. Maximum readout is 15 bursts per second of 17 consecutive frames.

Sensitive to UV and near IR wavelengths, the camera offers asynchronous-mode frame capture, externally triggerable to
within 250 nanoseconds.
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Summary

The physics of shock magnetohydrodynamics in targets seems to be complex, but may be
experimentally accessible using inexpensive optical systems to study chemical explosions
In mercury streams located in a magnetic field.

There are some loose ends:
Modeling of explosions should be done.
Safety issues, ATF???

On the other hand the experiment could help understand the phenomena involved, and
improve the instrumentation required for further work.

An inexpensive experiment might produce timely, useful information for the
development of high power liquid targets.



